
Optional Modules: 

The Book of Kells: A Theological Reading (Hilary Semester) 

Theme: Traditioning 

ECTS: 5 

Module Code: LY3109/ BCTHEO 

Contact Hours 22 

Mode of Delivery Lectures 

Lecturer: Dr Fáinche Ryan and Dr Cornelius Casey 

 
Module Description 
 
The Book of Kells, one of the greatest treasures of Trinity College, is perhaps the most renowned 
illustrated manuscript of the early medieval period. This module, benefiting from several recent 
scholarly contributions, will enable the students to learn both the theology and the iconography of this 
wonderful manuscript. The module will also introduce the students to the world in which this 
manuscript was created, and to some other aspects of insular art. 
The module is designed to be accessible not only to theology students but also to students coming 
from other disciplines who have an interest in the Ireland of the early medieval world. 
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study of the manuscript 
(London: Thames and Hudson,| 1974). 
Meehan ,B., The Book of Kells. (London: Thames & Hudson, 2012). 
Moss, R., Medieval: Art and Architecture of Ireland. (Yale: Yale University Press, 2014) 
Simms, O. G., Exploring The Book of Kells (Dublin: O'Brien Press, 2007). 
 
 

 
Methods of Assessment and Student Workload:   

 
Continual Assessment 
Two essays of 1,500 words each. Each essay is awarded 50% of the marks. 
First essay (to be submitted by end of week seven) relates to general knowledge of the context in 
which the Book of Kells was written. The second essay is an exegesis and a commentary on one of 
the fully illustrated pages. Submission date, in the week after teaching term ends. 
 

 


